
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
18444 Old Glenn Highway - PO Box 670150   

Chugiak, Alaska  99567 
907-688-2157  |  www.orlc-ak.org 

Ericka Stoltenberg (Office/Youth): office@orlc-ak.org 
Pastor James: pastorjames@orlc-ak.org  |  907-310-0342 (cell)  

Deaconess Brittany Baumgartner (Family Life Director): britt@orlc-ak.org 
 

Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9am-2pm   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning and Welcome!  What a great joy to have you here with us today praising God and 
receiving His gifts!  If you are a guest or visiting with us, please do sign our guest register located in 
the narthex—we’d love to connect.  Should you need it, there is a “cry room” next to the church 
office on the main level.  Feel free to ask an usher if you need assistance.  Welcome! 
 
A Word about Holy Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper every Sunday at ORLC.  In this meal, instituted by the Lord 
Himself, we receive the True Body and True Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We believe that the Lord is 
truly present during this Holy Meal, and we approach the altar in humility and gratitude.  Baptized 
believers in Christ who also share our confession at this altar are welcome to commune. 
 

COMMUNION CUPS The cups directly behind the white markers are alcohol-free. 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Available upon request; simply ask the pastor or an elder. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Creative Service 

 
AS WE GATHER   The people in our Gospel reading today were astonished and surprised at 
Jesus' demonstration of power.  But the ones who were most surprised were the demons 
themselves.  It isn’t surprising that the devil and his cohorts must bow in obedience to 
almighty God.  What is surprising is that almighty God now stands before them in this 
seemingly weak, mortal human being named Jesus.   
 

Call to Worship – Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

 

Our Mission: 
 

True to God’s Word, We Walk with Christ: 
Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Sharing. 
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Invocation  
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:   Amen. 

 
P:   I acknowledged my sin to You, 
C:   and I did not cover my iniquity.    

P:   I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,” 
C:   and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
P:   Let everyone who is godly offer prayer to You 
C:   at a time when You may be found. Psalm 32:5-6 
 

 
Confession and Absolution 

P:   When we do not listen to Your words and close our hearts to You, Deuteronomy 18:19 
C:   forgive us, Lord.    

P:   When our freedom in Christ causes one who is weak to stumble, 1 Corinthians 8:9 
C:   forgive us, Lord 
P:   When we allow the forces of evil to make us forget the deliverance and love of God 

we have in Christ. Mark 1:27 
C:   forgive us, Lord. 
P:   Hear the Word of the Lord.  Upon this, your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a 

called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of 
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

Introit ~ Psalm 111:1-4, 7-8 
P:   Praise the Lord.  I will extol the Lord with all my heart 
  in the council of the upright and in the assembly. 
C:   Great are the works of the Lord; 
  they are pondered by all who delight in them. 
P:   Glorious and majestic are his deeds, 
  and his righteousness endures forever. 
C:   He has caused his wonders to be remembered; 
  the Lord is gracious and compassionate. 
P:   The works of his hands are faithful and just; 
  all his precepts are trustworthy. 
C:   They are steadfast for ever and ever, 
  done in faithfulness and uprightness. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise – (LSB 790) 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

P:   Let us pray.  Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that 
in our frailty we cannot stand upright.  Grant strength and protection to support us 
in all dangers and carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 

The First Reading……...…..…………..…………....…..…………... Deuteronomy 18:15-20  
 (A New Prophet; p.165 of your pew bible) 
 

The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from 
among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what 
you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly 
when you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see 
this great fire anymore, or we will die."  

17 The LORD said to me: "What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for 
them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words 
in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 If 
anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my 
name, I myself will call him to account. 20 But a prophet who presumes 
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to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks 
in the name of other gods, must be put to death." 

 

 Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle Reading……………………………….............…….....…... 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 (Food Sacrificed to Idols; p.967 of your pew bible) 

 

Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that we all possess knowledge. Knowledge 
puffs up, but love builds up. 2 The man who thinks he knows something does not yet know 
as he ought to know. 3 But the man who loves God is known by God. 4 So then, about eating 
food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is 
no God but one. 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven or on earth (as 
indeed there are many "gods" and many "lords"), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the 
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus 
Christ, through whom all things came and through whom we live.  

7 But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when 
they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their 
conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse 
if we do not eat, and no better if we do.  

9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling 
block to the weak. 10 For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this 
knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been 
sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your 
knowledge. 12 When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak 
conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into 
sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall. 

 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gradual ~ Psalm 117:1-2; 96:8 

P:   Praise the Lord, all nations! 
  Extol him, all peoples! 
C:  For great is his steadfast love toward us,  
  and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
P:   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
C:  bring an offering, and come into his courts! 
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The Gospel Reading………………………………....…..…….……..…..…... Mark 1:21-28 
 (Jesus drives out an evil spirit; p.844 of your pew bible) 
 

They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue 
and began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as 
one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their 
synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, 24 "What do you want with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-- the Holy One of 
God!" 25 "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" 26 The evil spirit shook the man 
violently and came out of him with a shriek. 27 The people were all so amazed that they 
asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching-- and with authority! He even gives orders 
to evil spirits and they obey him." 28 News about him spread quickly over the whole region 
of Galilee. 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day  
 Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842         
 

Sermon  …No Middle Ground……………………………………..……..….....….Mark 1:21-28 
 

Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, 
      the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
            and ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
       whose kingdom will have no end. 
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  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
       who spoke by the prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
       and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Preface 
P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly good, right and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, and now we praise you 
that you sent us your only-begotten Son and that in him, being found in fashion as a 
man, you manifested the fullness of your glory.  Therefore with angels and 
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify your glorious 
name, evermore praising you and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 
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Words of Institution 
 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 

 C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
P: Lord Jesus Christ, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You remind 

us of Your obedience to the Father's will in Your conception, birth, Baptism, 
suffering, and death; we rejoice in Your resurrection and look forward to Your 
promised return.  So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 
 

 

Distribution Hymns/Offering 
 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing LSB 528 
 Baptismal Waters Cover Me LSB 616 
 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
C: for His steadfast love endures forever. Psalm 118:1  
P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
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Announcements 
  

Departing Hymn 
 On What Has Now Been Sown  LSB 921 

 

P:   Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 

For those worshiping online with us… 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness  
Tune: Public domain 
Text: ©1987 Hope Publishing Co. 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

Son of God, Eternal Savior  
Text and Tune: Public domain 
 

Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing  
Text and Tune: Public domain 

Baptismal Waters Cover Me  
Tune: Public domain 
Text ©2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord  
Text and Tune: Public domain 

On What Has Now Been Sown  
Text and Tune: Public domain  

 
 

Announcements 

From the Church Office 
 

Church Member Updates - Help us keep our records up to date and keep you informed with what’s 
happening at Our Redeemer. Please contact the office if your email, phone number, address or number of 
members in your family has changed. 
  

SMILE!!  -The congregation photo boards are ready for your photograph!!  
Photos should be 4x6 or 6x4.  You are welcome to bring your own photo of that 
size (whether you are an individual, couple, or family), or find Terri Semmler 
who will be delighted to take your picture.   Thank you for your participation!  

 

A Heart for Prayer-Please join us in our February “A heart for prayer” kick off. The narthex 
is filled with hearts, each with a members name from ORLC, our hope is that you will take a 
heart or two home and keep that family in your prayers. You can pray anonymously, or feel 
free to reach out and ask for specific prayers, or just connect and say "hey, I'm praying 
specifically for your family". If you can't make it to the church and would like a name 
randomly pulled for you, please contact Ericka 907-440-0367 or office@orlc-ak.org. 
 

United Way Walk 4 Warmth- Join team ORLC to help United Way of Anchorage raise funds 
to keep hundreds of Alaskans warm & housed this winter. Team ORLC will walk on Saturday 
February 13th at Mirror Lake. Information and fliers can be found at the connections table. 
 

ORLC Scholarship Fund- A scholarship fund has been started through the generous 
donation of a long time member of ORLC. Applications for the scholarship will be available 
April 1st.  If you would like to donate to this fund, please make a note on your check that 

mailto:office@orlc-ak.org
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your contribution is for the scholarship. More information about the Scholarship can be 
found at the Connections Corner.     
 

Walkin’ at the Mac- "Walkin’ at the Mac” is generally at 9AM Mon. and Thurs. (free for 
seniors or $2per visit/ $1.50 with punch card). If you are interested or have questions 
contact Ingrid Roelfs at 907-382-3662. 
 

Tour of Israel NEW DATES -- ORLC is hosting a 10-day tour of the Holy Land, January 11-20, 
2022.  Look for more info at the Connection Corner. 

 
The Power of Prayer! ORLC has an electronic prayer group who will pray for 
you and/or your loved ones.  Email your electronic prayer request to 
orlc.prayers@gmail.com.  It is sent Bcc (blind) to a group of people who will 
pray for your concerns. Prayer requests are sent out Monday through 

Friday.  Prayers are listed for one week unless the request is renewed. (If you do not have a 
computer, call the ORLC office and it will be added for you.) 
 

Communion in Your Car -If COVID has you at home these days, stop on by the church 
parking lot to receive God's incredible gifts for you in The Lord's Supper, as He unites you 
to Himself and to your brothers and sisters in Christ!  Feb 6th, 9-11am (or anytime by 
appointment). 
 
Red Letter Challenge Books - Starting February 14th, ORLC will be joining 100+ LCMS 
churches in the Red Letter Challenge.  Each family of ORLC is welcome to one devotional 
book, available at the Connection Corner.  If you've got kids, grab a kid book as well!  
Anything to offset the cost is appreciated, but not expected.  A reading schedule is in the 
front cover of each book.  If you're at home, let us know and we'd be happy to deliver a 
copy to you.  
 
Red Letter Challenge Small Groups-As we start the Challenge, you are encouraged to form 
small groups to meet in person or online for the weekly discussion and fellowship. You best 
know your comfort zone, so decide how and when to meet with your group. All of the 
materials and videos are on the ORLC website. If you need any assistance please let either 
Pastor James or Deac. Britt know. We are happy to help! 
 
All Youth Sunday Bible Hour-We are returning to in person Sunday School for all youth pre-
k through 12th on Sunday February 14th. Information on our return including COVID 
protocols can be found at the connections corner or in the Weekly Updates section on our 
website. Questions contact Ericka. 
 
Sunday Bible Hour - Join Pastor James in walking through the book of Ecclesiastes, each 
Sunday morning at 9am.   
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Midweek Devotion- Join us for a midweek devotion, posted each Wednesday morning. 
We'll work our way through the Psalms together, the hymnbook of the Bible which 
captures every single human emotion possible! Posted on Facebook or on our 
website: https://www.orlc-ak.org/devotions 
 
The Miraculous - Join us each Wednesday in Lent for worship at 6:30pm (**note the time 
shift) as we take a look at the miraculous events that occurred during the Passion of our 
Lord.  The almighty hand of God was certainly working wonders in the final hours of Good 
Friday! 
 

Pre-worship prayer team - Volunteers needed to pray briefly with Pastor 
James before worship every Sunday.  
 
Altar Flowers – Interested in providing flowers for the altar to mark a special 

occasion or simply your abundant joy in life? Contact office@orlc-ak.org to reserve a 
Sunday. 

In order to lift up to God the people of Our Redeemer, we will include a staff member, church 
leader, and three families from our church directory to pray for each week.   

*Britt Baumgartner- Family Life Director 
*Council President 
*David & Ashley Shaw, Carol Shearer, Jerry & Kathy Simpson and their families.   

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please let us know. 
 
BIRTHDAYS          ANNIVERSARIES 

1 Marianne Dabbs       2 John & Karen Pakan 

2 Abbi Klein 

4 Susan Stoltze 

 

OUR REDEEMER ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK         01/31/2021-02/07/2021 

  Today  Pastors Bible Study   9:00am 

    Creative Worship Service    10:00am 

 

  Saturday  Car Communion   9-11am 

 

  Next Sunday Pastor’s Bible Study   9:00am 

    Worship Service 4   10:00am  

 

 

 

 

about:blank
mailto:office@orlc-ak.org
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SERVING OUR LORD AND EACH OTHER 
HOW THIS WEEK (01/31) NEXT WEEK (02/07) 

Altar Guild 
Marianne Dabbs 

Christy Andrews 

Marianne Dabbs 

Gaye Sarvela 

Accompanist Carol Shearer Steve Eng 

Lector Geri Wacker Vern Roelfs 

ORLC will match donations up to $1,000. 

Please join us in our February “A heart for prayer” kick off. The 
narthex is filled with hearts, each with a member’s name from 
ORLC, our hope is that you will take a heart or two home and 
keep that family in your prayers. You can pray anonymously, or 
feel free to reach out and ask for specific prayers, or just connect 
and say "hey, I'm praying specifically for your family". If you 
can't make it to the church and would like a name randomly 
pulled for you, please contact Ericka 907-440-0367 or 
office@orlc-ak.org. 
 

mailto:office@orlc-ak.org

