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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
18444 Old Glenn Highway - PO Box 670150   

Chugiak, Alaska  99567 
907-688-2157  |  www.orlc-ak.org 

Ericka Stoltenberg (Office/Youth): office@orlc-ak.org 
Pastor James: pastorjames@orlc-ak.org  |  907-310-0342 (cell)  

Deaconess Brittany Baumgartner (Family Life Director): britt@orlc-ak.org 
Sam Chang - Deacon 

 
Office Hours: Tues-Fri 9am-2pm   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning and Welcome!  What a great joy to have you here with us today praising God and 
receiving His gifts!  If you are a guest or visiting with us, please do sign our guest register located in 
the narthex—we’d love to connect.  Should you need it, there is a “cry room” next to the church 
office on the main level.  Feel free to ask an usher if you need assistance.  Welcome! 
 
A Word about Holy Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper every Sunday at ORLC.  In this meal, instituted by the Lord 
Himself, we receive the True Body and True Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We believe that the Lord is 
truly present during this Holy Meal, and we approach the altar in humility and gratitude.  Baptized 
believers in Christ who also believe and confess this are welcome to commune. 
 

COMMUNION CUPS The cups directly behind the white markers are alcohol-free. 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Available upon request; simply ask the pastor or an elder. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Creative Service 

 
AS WE GATHER   People often receive certificates for major events in the life of the Church.  
Baptismal Certificates.  Confirmation Certificates.  And while we can adorn our walls at home 
with such things, the life of a Christian was never meant to come to a certain point and stop 
moving.  There’s no such thing as a plateau in our discipleship.  We grow or we shrink.  We 
produce or we rot.  This next worship series: ‘Bear Fruit’, explores the works we’re called to do 
as part of being connected to Jesus. 
 

Call to Worship – Welcome 
 

Our Mission: 
 

True to God’s Word, We Walk with Christ: 
Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Sharing. 
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Opening Hymn 
Christ, the Word of God Incarnate LSB 540 

 

Invocation  
P:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:   Amen. 

 

Confession and Absolution 
P:   Preserve me, O God, 
C:   for in You I take refuge.   

P:   I say to the Lord, "You are my Lord; 
C:   I have no good apart from You." Psalm 16:1-2 
    

P:   We confess our sins to God our Father. 
C:   O Lord, our God, at times we think, speak, and act as if we deserve Your love and 

favor.  We dare to trust in our own good works as if they are the source of our 
confidence for blessings and forgiveness.  We are slow to listen to You speak Your 
Word of Law, which shows us both the reality of our sin as well as our need for a 
Savior.  For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.  Amen. 

P:   Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 
you all your sins.  As a called and ordained servant of the Word, I announce the 
grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus 
Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of 
the Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 
 

Introit ~ Psalm 85:8-10 
P:   Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
  and grant us your salvation. 
C:   Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
  for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
  but let them not turn back to folly. 
P:   Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
  that glory may dwell in our land. 
C:   Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
  righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
P:   Righteousness will go before him 
  and make his footsteps a way. 
C:   Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
  and grant us your salvation. 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen. 
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Hymn of Praise – (LSB 955) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text and tune: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship.  
Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110000147 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

P:   Let us pray.  Lord of all power and might, author and giver of all good things, graft 
into our hearts the love of Your name, and nourish us with all goodness that we 
may love and serve our neighbor; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
 

The First Reading……...…..……………..………………....…..…………..... Isaiah 57:14-19  
 (Comfort for the Contrite; p.628 of your pew bible) 
 

And it will be said: "Build up, build up, prepare the road! Remove the obstacles out of 
the way of my people." 15 For this is what the high and lofty One says-- he who lives forever, 
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whose name is holy: "I live in a high and holy place, but also with him who is contrite and 
lowly in spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly and to revive the heart of the contrite. 16 I will 
not accuse forever, nor will I always be angry, for then the spirit of man would grow faint 
before me-- the breath of man that I have created. 17 I was enraged by his sinful greed; I 
punished him, and hid my face in anger, yet he kept on in his willful ways. 18 I have seen his 
ways, but I will heal him; I will guide him and restore comfort to him, 19 creating praise on 
the lips of the mourners in Israel. Peace, peace, to those far and near," says the LORD. "And 
I will heal them." 

 

 Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 

The Epistle Reading………………………………............………....…...  Galatians 5:16-26 
 (Fruit of the Spirit; p.986 of your pew bible) 

 

So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. 17 For 
the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to 
the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you 
want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law. 19 The acts of the sinful 
nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this 
will not inherit the kingdom of God.  

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to 
Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by 
the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and 
envying each other. 

 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual ~ Romans 10:15b, 18b; Isaiah 52:7b  

P:   How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news,  
C:  who publish peace and bring good news of salvation. 
P:   Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 
C:  and their words to the ends of the world. 

 
The Gospel Reading………………………………....…..…………..……..…... John 15:1-8 

 (The Vine and the Branches; p.912 of your pew bible) 
 

"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even 
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more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in 
me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. 
Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5 "I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like 
a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the 
fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, 
and it will be given you. 8 This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing 
yourselves to be my disciples. 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day  
 Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing LSB 691         
 

Sermon      Bear Fruit………………………………………..…….………………..…John 15:5 
 

Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, 
      the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
            and ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
       whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
       who spoke by the prophets. 
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       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
       and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Preface 
P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation.  Above all, we give thanks for 
Your boundless love shown to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him unto death that we might 
not die eternally.  Because He is now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and death and will rise again to 
new life.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

C: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty!” Isaiah 6:3 

 

Words of Institution 
 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 

 C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns/Offering 
 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright LSB 395 
 Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior LSB 619 
 Your Table I Approach LSB 628 

  
Post-Communion Prayer 

P: We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have spoken and acted in Your supper, 
and we ask that You would embolden us to speak Your Word in our world, that future 
generations may proclaim the good news of our Savior; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Announcements 
  

Departing Hymn 
 Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing  LSB 924 

 

P:   Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 

 
For those worshiping online with us… 

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: ©2001 Steven P. Mueller 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

Fruitful Trees, the Spirit’s Sowing 
Tune: ©1980 Concordia Publishing House  
Text: ©1984 Hope Publishing Co. 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: ©1978 Lutheran Book of Worship 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior 
Text: ©1941 Concordia Publishing House 
Tune: Public domain 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

Your Table I Approach 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

Announcements 

From the Church Office 
 

Church Member Updates - Help us keep our records up to date and keep you informed with what’s 
happening at Our Redeemer. Please contact the office if your email, phone number, address or number of 
members in your family has changed. 
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SMILE!!  -The congregation photo boards are ready for your photograph!!  Photos should be 
4x6 or 6x4.  You are welcome to bring your own photo of that size (whether you are an 
individual, couple, or family), or find Terri Semmler who will be delighted to take your picture.   
Thank you for your participation!  
 

Scholarship Fund - We're forming an exploratory group to see what it would look like to 
offer educational scholarships for young members of our congregation.  This wouldn't be 
limited to church work scholarships as we've done in the past, but would be open to any 
career direction.  If you're interested, talk to Pastor James! 
 
Tour of Israel NEW DATES -- ORLC is hosting a 10-day tour of the Holy Land, January 11-20, 
2022.  Look for more info at the Connection Corner. 
 
Summer Walks- Want to join the outdoor walking crew? Contact Ingrid Roelfs for the most 
updated days and times at 907-382-3662. We encourage you to use current 
distancing/health guidelines. 

 
The Power of Prayer! ORLC has an electronic prayer group who will pray for 
you and/or your loved ones.  Email your electronic prayer request to 
orlc.prayers@gmail.com.  It is sent Bcc (blind) to a group of people who will pray 
for your concerns. Prayer requests are sent out Monday through 

Friday.  Prayers are listed for one week unless the request is renewed. (If you do not have a 
computer, call the ORLC office and it will be added for you.) 
 
Confirmation Class -If you have a 6th-8th grader and are interested in confirmation contact 
Pastor James. Classes will begin in late September. 
 
Men’s Study -Nine chapters, Nine weeks. Starting Sept 22, we'll be meeting each Tuesday 
night @7pm (in-person at church or via Zoom), studying "Letters to the Church" by Francis 
Chan. Books have arrived and are available, reserve your copy from Pastor James today! 
New price -- just 5 bucks. Contact: Pastor James 
 
Midweek Devotion- Join us for a short midweek devotion, posted each Wednesday 
morning. We'll work our way through the Psalms together, the hymnbook of the Bible 
which captures every single human emotion possible! Posted on Facebook or on our 
website: https://www.orlc-ak.org/devotions 
 
Youth & Children’s Ministry- Officially kicking off TODAY!!!  with online at home instruction. 
Each lesson will be linked to the weekly What’s Happening Email with fun songs, videos, 
bible lesson and object lessons. If you have any questions feel free to contact the church 
office.  
 

https://www.orlc-ak.org/devotions
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Resources -With all the changes we've faced over the past few months, it's normal to feel a 
variety of emotions. Whether you feel overwhelmed, lonely, stressed, or drained, know 
that Jesus loves you deeply and has placed people in your life to help you know His grace. 
Your church family are some of those people. So with that, let me remind you that we are 
here should you need counsel, prayer, or resources. Please reach out and let us know if you, 
your family, or your kids need anything. We are here to support you through all stages of 
life. Why? Because we love you, just as Jesus loves us! Contact Deac. Britt for help with 
resources ranging from stress, family issues, devotions, and more 
 

 Altar Flowers – Interested in providing flowers for the altar to mark a special 
occasion or simply your abundant joy in life? Check out the online schedule or 
contact the church office to reserve a Sunday. If you would like your occasion 
recognized in the bulletin, please email the church office. 

 
Ushers Ministry- Are you interested in assisting as an Usher on Sunday mornings? If so 
please contact Ericka Stoltenberg.  
 
Pre-worship prayer team-Volunteers needed to pray briefly with Pastor James before 
worship every Sunday.  

 
New Church Sign - Update: We are excited to announce that we met our goal for August to 
receive the matching $1,000 grant. So far we have raised $7,800. The approved design and 
bid came in at $8,400, plus a few additional landscaping expenses. We'll continue 
fundraising until the complete cost is covered, but now have the sign on order. Thank you 
for your open hearts and donations! 
 
 
 

In order to lift up to God the people of Our Redeemer, we will include a staff member, church 

leader, and three families from our church directory to pray for each week.   

*Britt Baumgartner-Family Life Director 

*Trustees 

*John & PouVang Chang, Sourivan & Jeanette Chang, Bill & Sue Cheeseman and their families.   

HAPPY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary please let us know. 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS          ANNIVERSARIES 

21 Tony Losey       24 Matt & Lisa Jacobson 

23 Ruth Keller       27 Alex & April Reynolds 

25 David Beaulieu 
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OUR REDEEMER ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK         09/20/2020-09/27/2020 

  Today  Creative Worship Service    10:00am 

     

  Tuesday  Men’s Study   7:00pm 

 

  Wednesday  Midweek Devotion (online) 

    Women’s Study (zoom)   7:00pm 

 

 Next Sunday Worship Service 3   10:00am 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday school lessons will be in an online format set up for at home instruction. Ericka 
has set up a website that will be included in the weekly What's Happening Email with an 

easy to follow format for at home teaching. There will be a full supply list at the top of the 
website; if you are in need of any supplies or have any questions please reach out to 

Ericka, office@orlc-ak.org. 
 
 

SERVING OUR LORD AND EACH OTHER 
HOW THIS WEEK (09/20) NEXT WEEK (09/27) 

Altar Guild 
Evelyn Sampson 

Lauren Johnston 

Ingrid Roelfs 

Anne Craig 

Accompanist Carol Shearer Jess Della Croce 

Lector Greg Schroll Vern Roelfs  


