



Session 7 

Common Destiny - 9:1-18 
• Vs 1 - Love or hate in relation to what?  To others?  To God?  

• Vs 3 - What do you think is the madness in their hearts of which he speaks?

• Vs 4 - How do the dead have no hope?  Is he being overly negative here, or realistic? 
• Vs 6 - The gulf that separates this world and the next is set in stone.  Reincarnation is 

off the table.  Then again, would you even want to be reincarnated?

• Vs 7-9 - Christians can cheerfully take our share of the enjoyments of life.  Solomon 

found the snare that comes with abusing such gifts.  He warns of the danger, but does 
not prohibit them, instead directing us to sober and moderate use.


• Vs 10 - “Harvest days are busy days; and we must make hay while the sun shines.”  
See John 9:4


• Vs 11 - Time and chance happen to them all - The way of man is not in himself, but 
subject to the divine will. 


• Vs 12 - Solomon had experienced these snares all too well in his life.

• Vs 16 - It’s wisdom which will cause one to serve the greater good.  And yet this poor 

man shows us the ungrateful world we live in, which quickly swept him under his own 
poverty.


• Vs 18 - One bad apple can spoil the bunch.  How easily, under the sun, does evil slip in 
to disrupt all the good that has been built up?  

Proverbials - 10:1-20 
• Vs 1 - Hard wrought reputations can not only lose sweetness, but become quite 

pungent when a little folly is mixed in.  

• Vs 2 - Right and left; good and evil; honesty and deception.  Literally “right-handed”. 

• Vs 3 - A true fool not only can’t conceal his folly, but he is not even ashamed of it.

• Vs 4-11 - The scope here is to keep subjects loyal to their leaders, no matter the unfair 

means by which they often operate.  

• Vs 8 - also translatable as a “hedge”.  

• Vs 12-14 - Empty of sense, full of words — The Preacher has traveled this road before.

• Vs 16-20 - The happiness of a nation often depends on the character of its rulers.

• Vs 19 - Money is the answer?  5:10-14; 7:12


