
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Maundy Thursday 
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This evening, we partake of a meal that the Lord God has prepared with His own hands. It is 
a holy feast that nourishes our faith and restores our souls. It is a rich feast purchased with the 

most costly coin, the Son of God. Today, we eat and drink and remember and give humble 
thanks. Other holy meals have brought us to this feast; all meals provided by the hands of the 

Holy One. This day, we remember the Passover meal and the blood of the lamb on the doorposts that 
protected from the angel of death. We remember the day of Passover and the lamb because it points to the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. It points us to this holy feast of His body and blood. But 

there is one more, one greater feast yet to come—the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has 
no end. A feast provided by the hands of the Lord God. A feast enjoyed in the presence of the Lamb in the 

courts of His heaven. A greater feast indeed! 
 

 
Hymn Thy Body, Given for Me, O Savior – LSB 619 

 

Invocation  
Pastor:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
P: I will go to the altar of God, 
C:  to God my exceeding joy.  Psalm 43:4 
P: Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C:   who made heaven and earth.                Psalm 124:8 

 
Confessional Address 

P: During this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, 
death, and the devil – all that prevents us from trusting in God and loving each other.  Since 
it is our intention to receive the Holy Supper of our Lord Jesus Christ on this night when He 
instituted this blessed meal for our salvation, it is proper that we complete our Lenten 
discipline by diligently examining ourselves, as St. Paul urges us to do.  This holy Sacrament 
has been institute d for the special comfort of those who are troubled because of their sin 
and who humbly confess their sins, fear God’s wrath, and hunger and thirst for 
righteousness. 

  

 But when we examine our hearts and consciences, we find nothing in us but sin and death, 
from which we are incapable of delivering ourselves.  Therefore, our Lord Jesus Christ has 
had mercy on us.  For our benefit He became man so that He might fulfill for us the whole 
will and law of God and, to deliver us, took upon Himself our sin and the punishment we 
deserve. 

  
 So that we may more confidently believe this and be strengthened in the faith and in holy 

living, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread, broke it, and gave it to His disciples and said: “Take, 
eat; this is My body, which is given for you.”  It is as if He said, “I became man, and all that I 
do and suffer is for your good.  As a pledge of this, I give you My body to eat.” 

  

 In the same way also He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 
all of you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you for the 
forgiveness of sins.”  Again, it is as if He said, “I have had mercy on you by taking into Myself 
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all your iniquities.  I give Myself into death, shedding My blood to obtain grace and 
forgiveness and everlasting salvation.  As a pledge of this, I give you My blood to drink.” 

  

 Therefore, whoever eats this bread and drinks this cup, confidently believing this Word and 
promise of Christ, dwells in Christ and Christ in him and has eternal life. 

  

 We should also do this in remembrance of Him, showing His death – that He was delivered 
for our offenses and raised for our justification.  Giving Him our most heartfelt thanks, we 
take up our cross and follow Him and, according to His commandment, love one another as 
He has loved us.  As our Lord on this night exemplified this love by washing His disciples’ 
feet, so we by our words and actions serve one another in love.  For we are all one bread 
and one body, even as we are all partakers of this one bread and drink from the one cup.  
For just as the one cup is filled with wine of many grapes and one bread made from 
countless grains, so also we, being many, are one body in Christ.  Because of Him, we love 
one another, not only in word, but in deed and in truth.  May the almighty and merciful God 
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, accomplish this in us. 

C: Amen. 
 

 
Confession and Absolution 

P: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess our sins, imploring God our Father for the 
sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, to grant us forgiveness. 

 

 O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C: I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I have 

ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless 
mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved 
Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

P: God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 
C: Amen. 
P: Do you believe that the forgiveness I speak is not my forgiveness but God’s? 
C: Yes. 
P: In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
P: Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, 

soul, and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; He will surely do it. Go in peace. 

C: Amen. 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: O Lord, in this wondrous Sacrament You have left us a remembrance of Your passion. Grant 

that we may so receive the sacred mystery of Your body and blood that the fruits of Your 
redemption may continually be manifest in us; for You live and reign with the Father and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading…………………………………………………………………. Exodus 24:3-11  
 

When Moses went and told the people all the LORD's words and laws, they responded with one 
voice, "Everything the LORD has said we will do." 4 Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had 
said. He got up early the next morning and built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up 
twelve stone pillars representing the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent young Israelite men, and 
they offered burnt offerings and sacrificed young bulls as fellowship offerings to the LORD. 6 Moses 
took half of the blood and put it in bowls, and the other half he sprinkled on the altar. 7 Then he took 
the Book of the Covenant and read it to the people. They responded, "We will do everything the LORD 
has said; we will obey." 

 8 Moses then took the blood, sprinkled it on the people and said, "This is the blood of the 
covenant that the LORD has made with you in accordance with all these words." 9 Moses and Aaron, 
Nadab and Abihu, and the seventy elders of Israel went up 10 and saw the God of Israel. Under his feet 
was something like a pavement made of sapphire, clear as the sky itself. 11 But God did not raise his 
hand against these leaders of the Israelites; they saw God, and they ate and drank. 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
The Epistle Reading……………………………………………………………….1 Corinthians 10:16-17  
 

Is not the cup of thanksgiving for which we give thanks a participation in the blood of Christ? And 
is not the bread that we break a participation in the body of Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, 
who are many, are one body, for we all partake of the one loaf. 
 

L:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Gospel Reading……………………………………………………………………….Mark 14:12-26  
 

On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover 
lamb, Jesus' disciples asked him, "Where do you want us to go and make preparations for you to eat 
the Passover?" 13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, "Go into the city, and a man carrying a 
jar of water will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of the house he enters, 'The Teacher asks: 
Where is my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?' 15 He will show you a large 
upper room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us there."  

16 The disciples left, went into the city and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 
prepared the Passover. 17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the Twelve. 18 While they were 
reclining at the table eating, he said, "I tell you the truth, one of you will betray me-- one who is eating 
with me." 19 They were saddened, and one by one they said to him, "Surely not I?" 20 "It is one of the 
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Twelve," he replied, "one who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son of Man will go just as it is 
written about him. But woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It would be better for him if he 
had not been born." 22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it 
to his disciples, saying, "Take it; this is my body." 23 Then he took the cup, gave thanks and offered it 
to them, and they all drank from it. 24 "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for 
many," he said to them. 25 "I tell you the truth, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God." 26 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the 
Mount of Olives. 
 

L:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Lenten Responsory LSB 231 

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
 C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

P: In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God. 
 C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 

P: Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation. 
 C: Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against me. 
 
Hymn When You Woke That Thursday Morning – LSB 445 
 
Sermon Eating the Passover 
 
Prayers 

P: Father, on the night when He was betrayed, Christ Jesus humbled Himself to stoop down 
and bathe His disciples' feet. May each of us fervently desire to embody this attitude of 
service and kindness to all that the love of Christ may abound through all our speech and 
actions. Hear our prayer and, 

 C: humble us, O Lord.  
P: On this night, Christ prayed that His disciples would be one in faith. Sustain our unity in 

confession and doctrine that the Church may stand as a beacon of Your eternal truth. Hear 
our prayer and, 

C: unite us, O Lord. 
P: On this night, Jesus prayed for those who would hear His disciples' proclamation, that all 

would come to know that the Father had sent Him into the world to be the Light of the 
world. Just as Christ encouraged others to boldly proclaim the message of salvation, so also 
hear our prayer and, 

C: renew our witness, O Lord. 
P: On this night, our Lord keeps us mindful that the Father's love was sufficient for His only-

begotten Son and for all disciples. Even in the midst of that love, Christ Jesus, our Lamb 
without defect, ultimately suffered complete and utter rejection, pain and death. By Your 
Holy Word, confirm in our hearts the secure knowledge of Your enormous, unchanging love 
for us. Hear our prayer and, 

C: fill us with Your love. 
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P: On this night, Christ acknowledged the world's hatred and persecution of those who 
confess Him as Lord and Savior. Heavenly Father, fix our eyes constantly on Jesus, that we 
may remain steadfast in the midst of strife and harassment. Hear our prayer and, 

C: grant us Your peace.  
 

 Merciful Lord, Your love compels us to come to Your Holy Meal.  Give us truly penitent 
hearts that we may receive this Sacrament worthily.  You, O Lord, are the God of our 
salvation, who bids us to come to this feast partaking of bread and wine. Cleanse us and 
feed us with the precious body and blood of Your Son, that we may live godly lives and 
boldly resound with the one true confession of faith with the whole company of saints, in 
heaven and on earth. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 

P:   Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
C:   Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth 
   as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those 
   who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the kingdom  
  and the power and the glory 
  forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Preface  

P: The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
C:   We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
P: Blessed are You, Lord our God, King of the universe, for though we deserved to be left in 

exile, bound to sin against You in thought, word, and deed, You sent Your Son to establish 
the new covenant in His blood. By His death our life is secured; by His rising He has led the 
way to Your eternal presence. 

 

 Grant us Your Holy Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink our Savior’s body and blood 
and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, and salvation that come to us in this 
sacrament, a foretaste of the feast to come. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 
worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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The Words of our Lord 
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C:   Amen. 
 
 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 
 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less  LSB 575 
 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

P:   Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come in 
the Holy Supper of Your Son’s body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith throughout 
our days of pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all Your 
saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no end; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:   Amen. 
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The Stripping of the Altar 
The depth of Christ’s servanthood is demonstrated as the altar is reverently stripped in 

preparation for the Church’s observance of Jesus’ death on Good Friday.  While this is done, 
Psalm 22 is spoken. 

 
Hymn Glory Be to Jesus – LSB 433 
 

We depart in solemn expectation of Good Friday, clinging to the hope of Easter Sunday. 
 
 
 
 


