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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH 
18444 Old Glenn Highway – P.O . Box 670150 -- Chugiak, Alaska 99567 

907-688-2157  |  www.orlc-ak.org 
Abby Keller (Admin Asst.): office@orlc-ak.org 

Office Hours: Tues-Thur 10am-2pm 
 

Pastor James: pastorjames@orlc-ak.org  |  c: 907-310-0342 
Deaconess Brittany (Family Life Director): britt@orlc-ak.org 

Sally Coburn (Parish Nurse): parishnurse@orlc-ak.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Morning and Welcome!  What a great joy to have you here with us today praising God and 
receiving His gifts!  If you are a guest or visiting with us, please do sign our guest register located in 
the narthex—we’d love to connect.  Should you need it, there is a “cry room” next to the church 
office on the main level.  Feel free to ask an usher if you need assistance.  Welcome! 
 
A Word about Holy Communion 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper every Sunday at ORLC.  In this meal, instituted by the Lord 
Himself, we receive the True Body and True Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and 
wine for the forgiveness of our sins and the strengthening of our faith.  We believe that the Lord is 
truly present during this Holy Meal, and we approach the altar in humility and gratitude.  Baptized 
believers in Christ who also share our confession at this altar are welcome to commune. 
 

COMMUNION CUPS The cups directly behind the white markers are alcohol-free. 
GLUTEN FREE WAFERS Available upon request; simply ask the pastor or an elder. 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Creative Service 

 
AS WE GATHER   The Ascension story typically doesn’t garner the same amount of interest 
amongst Christians as other holy days.  Families don’t go out of their way to take “Ascension 
photos” after worship like they do at Easter.  Nobody expects the same pizzazz as a Christmas 
Eve service.  And yet, Christ’s ascension is a crucial part of God’s plan of salvation.  It shows us 
where, how, and what God is up to right now, in your life. 
 

Call to Worship – Welcome 
 
Opening Hymn 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus LSB 821 

 

Our Mission: 
 

True to God’s Word, We Walk with Christ: 
Welcoming, Loving, Serving, Sharing. 
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Invocation  
Pastor:   In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation:   Amen. 

 

P:   The blessing of the Lord be upon you!  

C:   We bless you in the name of the Lord! Psalm 129:8 
    

 
 

Confession and Absolution 
P:   With confidence will I confess my transgressions unto the Lord. 
C:   For the Lord is gracious and compassionate and rich in forgiveness. 
P:   Let us then confess our sins unto our gracious Lord. 
C:   Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess our sins and our 

sinfulness.  We have not lived up to our calling as Your faithful people.  We have 
done the evil You forbid and have not always done the good You demand.  We 
repent and are truly sorry for our sins in thought, word, and deed.  Have mercy on 
us, merciful Father and, for the sake of Jesus Christ, forgive us all of our sins and 
create new and clean hearts within us.  By the power of the Holy Spirit renew our 
lives, that we may joyfully serve You all our days through Jesus Christ, our 
ascended Lord. 

P:   God has promised His grace and forgiveness to those who acknowledge their guilt, 
confess their sins, and turn to Him in true repentance.  Therefore, as a called 
servant of the Lord Jesus Christ and by His command, I forgive you all your sins in 
the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. John 20:19-23 

C:   Amen. 
P:   May God bless you and keep you in His grace by the Holy Spirit, leading you in ways 

of faith and obedience, and finally bringing you to live with Him forever, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

Introit ~ Psalm 47:1-8 ~ Sung to the tune of Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (LSB 443) 
P:   O clap your hands, you nations all, and shout with joyful mirth! 
C:   How awesome is the Lord Most High, great King o’er all the earth! 
P:   He brought down nations under us, and peoples ’neath our feet. 
C:   He chose inheritance for us; His love did Jacob meet 
 
P:   God has ascended with a shout—the Lord with trumpet sound. 
C:   Sing praise to God, sing to our King; sing praises long and loud. 
P:   For God is King of all the earth—sing with a psalm of praise. 
C:   God reigns o’er nations; He sits on His holy throne always. 
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Prayer of the Day 
P:   The Lord be with you. 
C:   And also with you. 
 

P:   Let us pray.  Almighty God, as Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
ascended into the heavens, so may we also ascend in heart and mind and 
continually dwell there with Him, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever 

C:   Amen. 
 
 

The First Reading……...…..…………..…………………....……...……………... Acts 1:1-11  
 (The Ascension; p.919 of your pew bible) 
 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 
until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to 
the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave 
many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days 
and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he 
gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a 
few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." 6 So when they met together, they 
asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" 7 He said to 
them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 
8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."  

9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from 
their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you 
stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into 
heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." 

 

 Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord.  
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 

The Epistle Reading……………………………….............……….....…... Ephesians 1:15-23 
 (Thanksgiving and Prayer; p.987 of your pew bible) 

 

For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
the saints, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I 
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray also that the 
eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he 
has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably 
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great power for us who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 
which he exerted in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And 
God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the 
church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 

 

Lector:   This is the Word of the Lord. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Gradual ~ Mat. 28:7; Heb. 2:7; Ps. 8:6 

P:   Christ has risen from the dead. 
  God the Father has crowned him with glory and honor, 
C:  He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
  he has put all things under his feet. 

 
The Gospel Reading………………………………....…..…….……..…..…...Luke 24:44-53 

 (The Ascension; p.894 of your pew bible) 
 

He said to them, "This is what I told you while I was 
still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 
about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms." 45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, "This is what 
is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of 
sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am 
going to send you what my Father has promised; but 
stay in the city until you have been clothed with power 
from on high."  

50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and 
blessed them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 
Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. 

 

P:   This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Hymn of the Day  
 Christ Is the World’s Redeemer LSB 539 
         

Sermon  ………………………………………..………..……………….....…Pointing Fingers 
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Nicene Creed  
 I believe in one God, 
      the Father Almighty, 
       maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
  And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
       the only-begotten Son of God, 
      begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
       God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, 
       begotten, not made, 
       being of one substance with the Father, 
       by whom all things were made; 
       who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
       and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; 
       and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
       He suffered and was buried. 
       And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
            and ascended into heaven 
       and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
       And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
       whose kingdom will have no end. 
  And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
       the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
       who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
       who spoke by the prophets. 
       And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
       I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
       and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Preface 
P:  The Lord be with you.  
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts.  
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C:  It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P:  It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
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our Lord, who after His resurrection appeared openly to all His disciples and in their 
sight was taken up into heaven that He might make us partakers of His divine life. 
Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud 
and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 

 

Sanctus LSB 208 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Words of Institution 
 

P: As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until 
He comes.  1 Corinthians 11:26 

 C: Amen.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 Our Father who art in heaven, 
  hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, 
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  

and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  

Amen. 
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Distribution Hymns/Offering 
 O Lord, We Praise Thee LSB 617 
 The Church’s One Foundation LSB 644 
 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord LSB 637 
 

Post-Communion Prayer 
P: Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; 
C: for His steadfast love endures forever. Psalm 118:1  
P: Gracious God, our heavenly Father, You have given us a foretaste of the feast to come 

in the Holy Supper of Your Son's body and blood.  Keep us firm in the true faith 
throughout our pilgrimage that, on the day of His coming, we may, together with all 
Your saints, celebrate the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom which has no 
end; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 

Announcements 
  

Departing Hymn 
 Son of God, Eternal Savior  LSB 842 

 

P:   Go in peace as you serve the Lord. 
C:   Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 

 
For those worshiping online with us… 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

Christ is the World’s Redeemer 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

O Lord, We Praise Thee 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: ©1941 Concordia Publishing House. 
Used by permission. LSB Hymn License #110000147 

The Church’s One Foundation 
Text and Tune: Public domain 
 
 

Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord 
Text and Tune: Public domain 

Son of God, Eternal Savior 
Text and Tune: Public domain  
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Announcements 
 
 
 

From the Church Office 
 
Church Member Updates - Help us keep our records up to date and keep you informed with what’s happening at 
Our Redeemer.  Please contact the office if your email, phone number, address or number of members in your 
family has changed. 
  
 
 
 
 

SMILE!! -The congregation photo boards are ready for your photograph!  Photos 
should be 4x6 or 6x4.  You are welcome to bring your own photo of that size 
(whether you are an individual, couple, or family), or find Terri Semmler who will 
be delighted to take your picture.  Thanks!    

 
Graduation Sunday - In our prayers today we remember Julie Schuerger and Hannah 
Sitz and congratulate them as high school grads!  God be with you both and bless you 
as you enter this next phase! 
 
Church Picnic- Join us for a church-wide picnic June 13th following worship! All food 
and drinks will be provided by the Family Life Ministry Team. RSVP for accurate food 
numbers at the Connection Corner, or by signing up online with the link included in 
the What’s Happening newsletter.   For additional questions please Contact: Deac. 
Britt. 

 
Middle School Youth - Not only can you plan on the most epic Four Square 
Tournament in ORLC history on May 19 (5:30-7:30) with food and Jesus...but now you 
can mark your calendars for June 20th as well!  We'll head on down to Anchorage 
Lutheran that evening to join up with local churches for your own version of 
Integrate. 

 
River of Life -River of Life Lutheran Church is now holding their worship service time 
at 11am, and will meet downstairs in the Fellowship Hall.  Their primary entrance will 
be the door by the kitchen, but we'll still be two congregations in close quarters -- 
something to consider when parking and fellowshipping after worship. 
 
Walkin' at the Track- Over the summer, "Walkin’ at the Track”, will be at 9AM 
Mondays and most Thursdays also at 9:00am. This will take place at Gruening Middle 
School outdoor track in Eagle River. If the weather is not conducive for outdoor 
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activities the group will meet at the MAC.  If you are interested or have questions 
contact Ingrid Roelfs at 907-382-3662. 
 
Tour of Israel - ORLC is hosting a 10-day tour of the Holy Land, January 11-20, 2022.   
Look for more info at the Connection Corner. 
 
ORLC Family-  With our weather getting warmer and many of us gearing up for more 
time outdoors, it can also be a good time to include emergency supplies.  The first 
one is a “Go Bag”, which should be a pack/tote bag with essentials for at least a day. I 
recommend a Go Bag in your vehicle, and consider one for your pets’ needed 
supplies. For more information or to receive extra copies of the two handouts that 
were included in this week’s Newsletter please contact Sally Coburn(Faith 
Community Nurse) or Abby Keller(administrative Assistant). 
 

The Power of Prayer! - ORLC has an electronic prayer group who will pray for 
you and/or your loved ones.  Email your electronic prayer request to 
orlc.prayers@gmail.com.  It’s emailed out as Bcc (blind), Monday-Friday to a 
group of people who will pray for your concerns.  Prayers are listed for one 

week unless the request is renewed. (If you do not have a computer, call the ORLC 
office and it will be added for you.) 
 
Summer Sunday School - Pre-k through grade 4 is invited to attend an abbreviated 
Sunday School from May 23rd - August 22nd. We will be watching videos, playing 
outside, and learning about the Bible! To sign up online see the What’s Happening 
Newsletter for the link.  If you have additional questions contact: Deac. Britt. 
 
Summer Sunday School- Middle through High School is invited to attend Pastor's 
Study upstairs in the library. 
 
InteGR8 for High School Youth -  May 16th, 5-7pm (ish) -- We'll fire up the 'ol E350 and 
head on down to Anchorage Lutheran for games, dinner, fellowship, and general 
shenanigans.   

 
 
Alaska Mission for Christ Seeking Alaskan Volunteers - Alaska Mission for 
Christ is seeking individuals to serve on Work & Witness projects in Haines and 
Fairbanks, Alaska.  These projects would be scheduled in May and August. 

Work includes clearing debris from a major landslide in Haines, as well as 
reconstruction of various structures. In Fairbanks, work will continue at Bingle Camp 
on the log cabin structures. Contact Jan Bruick, AMC Servant Event Coordinator: 402-
641-9691 for more information. 
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Spring Cleaning - It's that time of year again to spruce things up a bit around 
here.  We've got the list available on the Connection Corner or online through What's 
Happening newsletters.  Grab a slot and let's get this place looking great by the end 
of the month! 
 
Coffee Baristas - Looking for a way to serve your church family behind the 
scenes?  Love coffee?  We're looking to form a crew willing to come a bit earlier 
(~8am) Sunday mornings and fill the air with sweet, sweet coffee aromas 
 
Alaska Mission for Christ- Join us in praying for those who are receiving theological 
and practical ministry training across Alaska. AMC partners with AK Circuits to 
provide this training to local lay leaders so that they might be equipped for spreading 
the love of Jesus! You can make this possible by donating to the Lay Leadership 
Scholarship Fund. It costs approximately $300 per student per class. To find out more 
visit amclcms.org/layleadership.  
 
 
Altar Flowers – Interested in providing flowers for the altar to mark a special 
occasion or simply your abundant joy in life?  Contact office@orlc-ak.org to reserve a  
Sunday. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

*Britt Baumgartner – Director of Family Life Ministry 
*Trustees 
*Dennis & Cheryl Harms, Rich Dwyer & Dawn Harms, Scott & Penny Hattenburg , and their 

families. 
 

 

 

 

In order to lift up to God the people of Our Redeemer, we’ll include a staff member, 
Church board, and three families from our church directory to pray for each week 

http://amclcms.org/layleadership
mailto:office@orlc-ak.org
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HAPPY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES THIS WEEK 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary, please let us know. 
 

   MAY BIRTHDAYS 
    23  Chloe Bicher 

            

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR REDEEMER ACTIVITIES THIS WEEK        5/16-5/23  

   Today 

  Pastor’s Bible Study     9:00am 

    Children’s Sunday School   9:00am 

    Worship Service   10:00am 

    InteGR8    4:30pm 

 

   Wednesday 

   Middle School Four Square Tournament  5:30pm 

 

   Next Sunday  
   Pastor’s Bible Study   9:00am 

   Children’s Sunday School   9:00am 

   Worship Service   10:00am 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SERVING OUR LORD AND EACH OTHER 

HOW THIS WEEK (05/16) NEXT WEEK (05/23) 

Altar Guild 
Marianne Dabbs 

Lauren Johnston 

Nancy Sitz 

Teri Jarnagin 

Accompanist Carol Shearer Jess Della Croce 

Lector Kathy Simpson Carol Shearer 


