



Session 1 

Ἐκκλησιαστής 
• Ecclesiastes is the Greek translation from the Hebrew QOHELETH 

• Preacher/Teacher/Speaker (in assembly) 
• King Ptolemy II (ca. 300 B.C.) and the Alexandrian library

• King James (ca. 1611 A.D.) and the “best translation of the bible, ever”


The Writer 
• “son of David, king in Jerusalem” (v1) = Solomon - 1 Kings 1:28-30

• David’s fatherly advice to Solomon - 1 Chronicles 22:11-13

• Solomon asks for wisdom - 1 Kings 3:7-14


• Like no other - 1 Kings 4:29-34

• + Proverbs, Song of Songs, Psalm 72, 127


• The Wise Fool - 1 Kings 11:1-11


Key Words and Phrases 
• wisdom vs. folly

• vanity/meaningless (breath/nothingness/perishableness/void/frustration) (x32)

• under the sun (x27)

• chasing after the wind

• 1:9 - There is nothing new under the sun

• 3:1-8 - A time to…

• 3:20 - All come from dust, and to dust all return

• 4:12 - A cord of three strands is not quickly broken

• 5:15 - Naked a man comes from his mother’s womb, and as he comes, so he 

departs.

• 7:20 - There is not a righteous man on earth who does what is right and never 

sins.

• 9:10 - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might.


Book of Contrasts 
• Solomon devalues life and also gives value to it

• Solomon depreciates wisdom and also recommends seeking it

• Solomon sees no morality around him yet warns against immorality

• Solomon sees all the work under the sun as pointless yet also fulfilling

• How can these inconsistencies be rectified?




Two Interpretations 
1. A diary of the author’s debate with himself

2. A critique of secularism which addresses “the general public whose views are 

bounded by the horizons of this world” (G.S. Hendry)

• “So throughout the book, with the rarest of disclaimers, he shocks us into 

seeing life and death strictly from ground level, and into reaching the only 
conclusions from that standpoint that honesty will allow.  Yet he is leading 
rather than driving us.  As a real citizen of this tantalizing world, he feels 
acutely the futility that he describes.  He burns at the injustices and 
disappointments of life, and mourns the passing of youth and the universality 
of death—even while he bids us set our hearts not on earthly vanities 
themselves but on our Creator, from whom we can gladly, responsibly, accept 
them for what they are, but in whom alone is the ‘eternity’, the ‘for 
ever’ (3:11,14) of which he has made us conscious.” - Kidner, Derek


Major Theme - The earthly life will never lead to happiness

• “Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” 

12:13b

• “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which 

the Son of Man will give you.” John 6:27

• “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 

given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33

• “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Matthew 11:28


Circular Repetitions 
• Generations (1:4)

• Sun (1:5)

• Wind (1:6)

• Water (1:7)

• You - does that make you bored or thrilled?  Do you see such repetition in your 

day to day?


Hebel - mere breath 
• Bottomless pits of materialism, never full (1:8) - Psalm 107:9

• Nothing new (1:9-10) - Revelation 21:5

• The legacies we leave (1:11)

• Chasing the wind (1:14) - Ships/windmills can use the wind, but we cannot 

harness it.

• Wisdom = Sorrow and Knowledge = Grief (1:18)


