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March 13, 2020 Re: COVID-19 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Jesus gives the first and the best word any of us could hope for: “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you.  I 
do not give to you as the world gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” (John 14:27) 
 
If you read that too quickly, go back again for as many times as it takes.  The Creator of all things has stepped 
into our broken existence in order to proclaim life and salvation!  By his death and resurrection, Jesus has not 
only undone the power of the grave, but also every power that seeks to drag us towards it.  We live in victory!  
 
As together we engage the increasing presence of the Coronavirus, please know that all groups within church 
leadership are actively conversing on what measures to take.  Your safety is a high priority, and seeking to care 
for you holistically (body, mind, soul) is very important to us. 
 
At present, our worship gatherings and events remain unchanged.  However, information on the matter is very 
fluid and as we’ve all seen, can change rapidly.  We’ll primarily use our online presence to inform you of any 
changes should they become necessary.   
 
Ironically, Martin Luther lived in the days of the Great Bubonic Plague, and his words are quite timely:  
 

“I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer 
medicine and take it. I shall avoid places and persons where my presence is not needed in order not 
to become contaminated and thus perchance inflict and pollute others and so cause their death as a 
result of my negligence. If God should wish to take me, he will surely find me and I have done 
what he has expected of me and so I am not responsible for either my own death or the death of 
others. If my neighbor needs me however I shall not avoid place or person but will go freely as 
stated above. See this is such a God-fearing faith because it is neither brash no foolhardy and does 
not tempt God." 

 
His point?  Be wise.  Follow medical advice.  But also don’t sacrifice your love and service for others out of 
fear.  Quite honestly, that means if you feel sick, for the sake of your neighbor, stay home.  If you’re in one of 
the identified vulnerable groups?  Feel free to stay home.  If that’s what you choose to do, please let your 
church family know if you have any needs we can address for you.  We’ll keep posting sermons online at 
www.orlc-ak.org/sermons if you’d like to stay connected. 
     
While onsite though, you have complete freedom to avoid physical contact, communion rites, or anything else 
you deem proper at this time.  May God bless you with wisdom, and most importantly, His peace that passes all 
understanding.  The King is still on His throne! 
 

It’s all about Jesus, 
 

Pastor James 
 


